
Benson Cup Regatta  
Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions 

October 5, 2019 
 

The Orcas Island Yacht Club is pleased to invite you to participate in the 
2019 Benson Cup Race either way around Waldron Island, on Saturday 
October 5th. As is traditionally done, Benson Cup proceeds will be 
donated to the Children’s House on Orcas Island.  

NOTICE OF RACE 

The regatta will be governed by The Racing Rules of Sailing (2017-2020), 
the prescriptions of the U.S. Sailing Association, and the Class Rules of 
One-Design classes, except as changed by this Notice of Race, and the 
Sailing Instructions.  

Eligibility: All owner/skippers are invited to participate. All boats must 
have a valid 2019 PHRF certificate or be listed on the current PHRF-NW 
roster.  

Registration will be online. Advance registration is required no later 
than Thursday, October 3rd at 1800. 

Fleet splits will be posted by Friday the 4th at 1800. 

If you have any questions, please email Chris White at 
cweyes@me.com.   

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 

The sailing instructions are part of this Notice of Race. A race 
committee (RC) boat will be at the northeast corner of Jones Island (the 
north end of Spring Passage) the morning of October 5th. A starting line 
will be set between the permanent marker at 48 37.217N & 123 
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02.562W and the red flag on the committee boat. The pin end area of 
the line is an obstruction, so watch the depth. In the event RC cannot 
set the line as described, it will likely move into the cove and instruct 
the fleet on VHF channel 68 as to how the new line will work. The 
starting direction will be from the SE to the NW.  

The starting sequence, in accordance with Rule 26, will begin at 1055. 

The start will be at 1100 unless delayed. The course is around Waldron 
Island in any direction, finishing at the same location as the start. The 
finishing direction will be from the NW to the SE. Boats finishing after 
1700 will not be scored. The time on distance formula will be used and 
the course distance of 15 miles will be applied in the calculation. 

Time limit: 1700.  

Social Event: A Potluck style event will ensue on Jones Island State Park 
Dock. Bring enough for you and six others. 

Safety: Boats shall sail with U.S. Sailing SER nearshore safety 
equipment. Each boat must have a VHF radio and charts of the area 
around Orcas Island.  

Entry Fee: The entry fee is $20 plus any additional donation you wish to 
make (option provided online) with net profits going to Children’s 
House. 

Scoring: Awards will be provided for first, second and third by division 
and for overall finishers.  Awards will be presented at the potluck (if 
scoring can be done on site). 

Responsibility: The skipper of each boat is responsible to help in the 
operation of the racing program and for any unsportsmanlike conduct 
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on the part of their crew. All boats are required to be insured by valid 
third-party liability insurance with a minimum coverage of $400,000 
USD per event or the equivalent. Occasionally, sailboat racing has 
resulted in injury or loss of life. All competitors in OIYC events 
participate at their own risk. It shall be the responsibility of the skipper 
to inform the crew of the risks of sailboat racing, to make sure they 
understand and accept those risks, to decide whether the crew is 
competent and adequate for the event, and to decide whether to start 
or continue in a race. The Orcas Island Yacht Club, its officers, directors 
and members accept no responsibility for damage to property, injury or 
loss of life as competitors participate at their own risk. By registering 
and/or competing in OIYC events you and you alone accept this risk. 
  


